U3A Hawkesbury Inc.
Postal Address:

PO Box 120
RICHMOND NSW 2753
Phone: 4578 2333
Email: u3ahwkby@norwestit.com.au

Office:

Rear of Hawkesbury Skills
23 Bosworth St
RICHMOND

Opening hours

Mon: 9:00am to 12:00pm
Wed: 9:00am to 12:00pm
Fri: 9:00am to 12:00pm
Webpage: www.u3ahawkesbury.org.au

We acknowledge that the Darug people were the original custodians of the land on which we meet.

News from the Office – April 2022
President’s Message
We certainly have had some disasters to contend with over the last two year so I hope everyone
has recovered from the recent flood.
We have had a new computer installed in the office which is now up and running. The committee
made the decision to purchase a new one as our old work horse was second hand and has done
a great job over many years.
Please remember our WELCOME BACK LUNCHEON on the 8th April. This is a ticketed affair
for everyone and the number is limited to 80. Come along and meet new and old members.
Tickets are available from the office and must be paid for in advance of the Luncheon. See
attached flyer for details.
With the many problems we have had to contend with, a few Tutors have made changes which I
hope you understand. The short time without lights in the Skills building was a challenge but that
has been rectified.
Keep smiling and be safe and happy. Remember, your attitude reflects on others, so let’s be
happy.
Geoff Hatch J P
President
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE:


Thank you to the new office helpers who have joined the roster, providing information to
members and prospective members, and processing membership forms. There are still a
few vacancies on our monthly roster, as we are keen to ensure that there are always two
volunteers in the office each day. If you would like to join the team, please email the
Office Coordinator, Ken Fraser, at u3ahwkby@norwestit.com.au or phone the office
during office hours on 4578 2333.



All Tutors/Convenors volunteer their time and put in many hours of preparation for our
benefit. If you have enrolled in a class and decide not to continue it is a small task to
contact and inform the relevant Tutor. This is an important way to show respect to the
Tutors and appreciation for the great work that they do for us. A Tutors contact list is
attached.
Classes that meet at Hawkesbury Skill’s and usually have a tea/coffee break are able to
continue this with tea bags, coffee, sugar & milk once again being provided BUT please
bring your own mug. Classes participating in this are requested to donate $2 per member
toward the cost.



CLASS NEWS
We are continuing to monitor the changing requirements regarding COVID restrictions. It
remains a condition of membership of U3A Hawkesbury that you must be fully vaccinated. This
is also a requirement for entering Hawkesbury Skills and other venues that we use. Mask
wearing indoors and social distancing is still of great benefit to prevent the spread of the
disease, and hand sanitiser is provided for your use. Most importantly, please do not attend a
class if you have any COVID symptoms at all.
MUSIC REVOLUTION OF THE 1960s
It has taken us a little while to actually reach the 1960s in this course, as we have been talking
about and listening to the music in the lead-up to the 60s. Our group members have diverse
experiences of this time in their lives with many having lived in the UK. There has been a lot of
reminiscing during the classes as we have seen scratchy black and white video clips of songs
and singers which have not been in the front of our minds for many years. The weekly quizzes
about music and musicians have been challenging, but also a lot of fun. The 60s were certainly
a memorable time in all of our lives.
BIRDS OF THE HAWKESBURY FIELD TRIP – BERGER RD SOUTH WINDSOR
We finally managed to have a fine day for our Birds of the Hawkesbury field trip to South
Windsor on Tuesday 15 March. The trip had to be postponed from its schedule date of Tuesday
8 March due to the floods. We did encounter a small amount of mud underfoot but we were also
able to witness first hand some of the damage that had been caused by the floods the previous
week. While we couldn't access the denser bushland that we have walked through before, we
managed to see a nice collection of 25 bird species plus the nests of the Fairy Martins under the
eaves of a house and the mud nest of the White-winged Chough in a eucalypt tree. We have
seen the Chough’s nest before on previous field trips but expected it may have been washed
away with all the rain.
There was a lot of discussion at the end of our trip as to the favorite bird sighting of the day. The
discussion was between the Pacific Baza, the Dollarbird and the very cute Double-barred
Finches. I think in the end the majestic Pacific Baza just won. Some of the group has been busy
at home photographing visitors to their gardens. The photos below are of our group on the field
trip, a Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoo taken by Laurie Turtle and a Sacred Kingfisher feeding two
young'uns taken by Linda Ferguson.

VALE MARCIA McMAHON
Marcia passed away unexpectedly on Thursday 10th March at the age of 93 after spending a
lovely day with her daughter, Cathy. Marcia’s beautiful nature endeared her to everyone who
was fortunate enough to meet her.
With her husband Vince, Marcia raised 7 children in the Kurrajong area, and belonged to the
Catholic Parish of Richmond, attending Mass both at St Gregory’s Kurrajong and St Monica’s
Richmond.
In retirement they moved into Richmond and then recently Marcia moved to the Hostel at
Hawkesbury Village where she caught up with old friends and made many new ones.
Marcia continued to enjoy a healthy social life. She was still playing tennis until the age of 90.
She met old friends monthly for lunch until Covid put paid to it.
Marcia joined U3A Hawkesbury in 2008 and became a special member of the Shibashi Class
which she continued to enjoy until her move to the hostel.
Thank you, Mary Mizzi for this contribution. (Marcia was a great friend of Mary’s Mum, Betty
McKay.)
VALE MIDGE ROSE
I’m saddened to report the passing of friend and long time U3A member, Midge Rose who has
battled with continual ill health since last year.
I first met Midge in 2007 when I joined U3A, although she had been a member since 2001. I
believe she was a member of a sewing group run by Margaret Garcia in early days but we
enjoyed Travellers’ Tales, Samba, Mahjong and Table Top Games together.
We were only laughing at a recent card game about Midge’s card playing tactics and how she
kept us on track regarding rules.
A lovely and caring lady, sharing lots of laughs, who will be greatly missed.
Pam Peters

Our April luncheon is to celebrate the return to face-to-face
classes and activities currently being enjoyed by all members.
Arrange a table with members of your group, or just come
along and join in the activities. Yes, there will be a lucky door
prize, the famous U3A raffle and a roast dinner followed by a
delicious dessert.
Friday 8 April
11:30am for 12:30 meal
Hawkesbury Masonic Centre
731 George Street, South Windsor
$25.00 per person
Have you bought your tickets yet? We are limiting numbers to
80 members this year.
Call in to the U3A Office Monday, Wednesday or Friday
mornings to purchase your tickets.

