
 

U3A Hawkesbury Inc. 

Postal Address:   Office:    Opening hours 
PO Box 120    Rear of Hawkesbury Skills  Mon: 9:00am to 12:00pm 
RICHMOND NSW 2753   23 Bosworth St   Wed: 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Phone: 4578 2333    RICHMOND   Fri:  9:00am to 12:00pm 
Email: u3ahwkby@norwestit.com.au      Webpage: www.u3ahawkesbury.org.au  

We acknowledge that the Darug people were the original custodians of the land on which we meet. 

 

News from the Office – June 2022 
President’s Message 

Our president Geoff has been unwell and after a hospital visit is now recovering at home. We wish 

him well and hope he has a speedy recovery. As Vice-president I am providing this month’s 

update from the committee. 

The incidence of Covid infections in our community has been large recently and a number of our 

members have caught it now as well. While we hope that there hasn’t been “cross-infection “ via 

our classes, we would like to remind members to be cautious and not to attend classes if they 

have any illness symptoms. Members are very welcome to wear masks at any of our activities, 

and are asked to follow any requests about masks that might come from our Tutors. 

We are approaching the middle of the year and after the tumultuous start to the year with 

challenging weather and flooding, our classes are settling into a regular pattern. Later in this 

Newsletter we are promoting a number of classes where the Tutors have advised us that there are 

spaces in their activities. Look closely at this and see if there is a class that you would like to add 

to your personal monthly U3A calendar. 

The U3A Committee is considering establishing a more comprehensive computer system for 

managing our membership renewal and class enrolment process. This is just a “ heads up “ but if 

we go down this path, members will be provided with the option of completing their membership 

renewal and enrolment either on paper via the office, or completely online. Stay tuned for an 

update on this matter in a future Newsletter. 

Rae McCully  

Vice-President 

 

VALE - Life Member Kath Wilkins 

Kath, sister of Jeanette Hatch and sister-in-law of Geoff Hatch, died from cancer at Hawkesbury 

Aged Care Hostel early on Tuesday, 20th May, with her third son, David, not leaving her side in her 

final days. She was 92.  

Kath would have been the last of the original members of U3A Hawkesbury. Her membership in 

U3A Western Sydney Chifley Chapter began in the early 1990s and when U3A Hawkesbury 

became a separate Chapter in September of 1994, Kath was quick to join in 1995. An eager and 

enthusiastic member, Kath not only enjoyed many classes including Calligraphy and Australian 

History but became treasurer in 1996, a position she held until the AGM in 2007. She was 

awarded Life Membership in 2008 and she continued to enjoy her Cryptic Crossword, Travellers’ 

Tales, Poetry and Australian History Classes.   

Kath had a gift for needlework in its many forms, from dressmaking to patchwork, and her 

patchwork cushions became a much desired raffle prize at the U3A Luncheons.  

mailto:u3ahwkby@norwestit.com.au
http://www.u3ahawkesbury.org.au/


Kath made many friends during her time in U3A and one, in particular, June, remained so up to 

the last. Thank you, June. 

A particularly astute businesswoman, Kath was a highly trained bookkeeper having worked for an 

accountant for some years. Her handwritten U3A financial records are a sight to behold. Rest in 

peace, Kath, and we who knew you have precious memories to hold you close.  

Your baby sister, Neenie.  

VALE - Les  Wills  

Les Wills was laid to rest on the 12th May. He had suffered serious illness and was unable to 

recover. Although he had only officially re-joined U3A recently, he had in fact been involved for 

many years. He and his wife Di had jointly hosted the very popular Bush Poetry at their 

Londonderry property for many years. Those of us who remember those events know what 

enjoyment it provided. The reliving of the Australiana we grew up in and the great poetry it 

provided from our own U3A poets. 

This is just a sample of what Les did for all of us who remember him. Les was a fun, happy man 

and always enjoyed a joke. He was however not that good at telling them. He loved his expanded 

family and would do anything for them. They and all of us will miss him very much. 

I had been friends with Les for over 20 yrs. We had discovered that we both started our 

apprenticeships on the same day in the same year and that our Boss was essentially the same – 

mine was the Royal Australian Navy and Les’s was the Dept of Defence {Navy}. The year was 

1958 and the day was Monday 6th Jan. When we met at Bush Poetry it was 42 yrs later. I will 

especially miss Les a great friend, a very good person and a loving family man. 

 Les – Rest in Peace. Your Soul is now in the Heaven that you believe in.  Robert Rudkowsy. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO MORE U3A ACTIVITIES?  

Now that things have settled down for the year (although after everything that has happened, we 

must be due for a plague of locusts soon), you might like to know that there are many classes and 

activities where you would be welcomed to join in, even though we are part-way through the year. 

To enrol in any extra classes, please contact the U3A Office during our office hours or by email at 

any time. Check the Calendar to see the dates and times of each activity and feel free to contact 

the Tutors directly if you have any questions about their class (See the Tutor Contact Details 

sheet). 

 

Mondays  Denise, our enthusiastic Ukulele tutor, and her happy band of players would 

love to welcome a few more members to take part. Everyone from beginners 

to experienced players can become involved. You will need to have your own 

ukulele, and there is a cost for the music book. To find out more, please 

phone Denise on 0418 611 827 

Tuesdays It has been difficult to do much travel over the last couple of years, but 

“armchair travel” is always possible with our Travellers’ Tales group, led by 

Wendy Dunstan. So far this year our intrepid travellers have been to India and 

Lord Howe Island. Come along to enjoy slide shows and interesting stories. 

Wednesdays  In previous Newsletters we have heard about the interesting activities of 

our Lunch Club, led by Bernie Stevers. You are very welcome to join this 

group who, each month, decide on an interesting place to visit for lunch 

and information about the area. The June lunch will be at the German 

Club at Luddenham, followed by an arranged site visit to the Western 

Sydney Airport. Sounds interesting. There will be no Lunch Club in July. 



 Our World History group, led by Sonia Friscic, is going on a fascinating 

tour of our world from the very earliest civilisations to more recent history. 

Through these classes you can learn about how the movement of people 

and the rise and fall of empires across the globe have had an impact on 

events that we see in the world today. New members are very welcome to 

join this interesting course. 

From the 27th July we have new classes commencing led by Evy Fleming:  

 Japanese for beginners: A great opportunity to learn some basic 

Japanese language 

 German language: This class will allow for beginners and  those with 

some knowledge of the language 

Thursdays  Computer Skills at WSU. We are really fortunate to be able to re-

commence our computer skills classes at the Richmond Campus of 

Western Sydney University again this year, following two years of lock-

down. The Tutor, Alex from WSU, provides an interesting range of 

information and activities suitable for our members. There are two classes 

in July (7th and 14th), with more planned for the end of the year. There are 

still vacancies so contact the U3A Office to book your place. For more 

information contact the class coordinator Dianne on 9627 3447. 

 From August, our Basic Bible class will be recommencing, for those 

interested in gaining an understanding of some of the teachings in the 

Bible 

Fridays  There are a few vacancies in our All Things Textile group, led by Jill 

Hurst. As the name suggests, each member in the group brings along 

whatever textile project they are currently working on, including crochet, 

knitting, embroidery, patchwork and tapestry. All of the group members 

are friendly and helpful and they will help each other when attempting a 

new craft or activity. 

 There are also a few vacancies in Ron Milosh’s Camera and Post 

Photography class. This class has a particular focus on storing and 

editing digital photos. Members bring along their own cameras and 

laptops and receive assistance in working on their own projects, as well 

as learning new techniques demonstrated by Ron.  

 Our Friday Book Discussion group, led by Wendy Dunstan, is an 

informal group where members discuss books they have been reading. 

There are no set readings, but members are often inspired to expand 

their reading list following the discussions. Some interesting reads from 

last month: A Fortunate Life (ABFacey), The Unusual Abduction of Avery 

Conifer (Ilsa Evans) and Hush Puppy (Laurie Berenson).  

 In our Patchwork class, held at the CWA rooms at Windsor twice each 

month, group members learn the skills of patch working by hand, 

including the use of colour and new tools, working together on community 

quilts and sharing a range of tips and tricks. If you would like more 

information, contact the Tutor, Stephy Beseau. 

 The French Beginners class is held on the 2nd Friday of each month, 

from 11.30am to 1.00pm (1.5 hours), led by Jean Pitkin. Normally Jean 

would not be accepting late-comers into this class but as there have been 

disruptions this year following on from disruptions during the past two 



years, places are available for any interested people provided they have 

at least a little bit of French background. The course covers basic French 

language – with emphasis on vocabulary and grammar. Jean asks that if 

you would like more information, please phone her on 4587 9132 – late 

afternoon/early evening is usually the best time to call her (definitely not 

mornings!) 

 

Tutors and Class Convenors: If you would like your U3A activity promoted in the next 

Newsletter, let us know in the U3A office before the 20th of each month. 

 

CLASS NEWS 

We continue to monitor the requirements regarding COVID restrictions. It remains a condition of 

membership of U3A Hawkesbury that you must be fully vaccinated. This is also a requirement for 

entering Hawkesbury Skills and other venues that we use. Mask wearing indoors and social 

distancing is still of great benefit to prevent the spread of the disease, and hand sanitiser is 

provided for your use. Most importantly, please do not attend a class if you have any COVID 

symptoms at all.  

WINTER BOOSTER 

For those people who have already had 3 Covid shots ATAGI is now recommending an additional 

booster dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. This will increase vaccine protection before winter for all 

adults aged 65 years and older. 

LAWN BOWLS 

The autumn weather has been perfect for bowls and we have enjoyed 

great sport on the greens. 

An average of 12-15 members participate each fortnight, we could 

however fit in a few more. Newcomers are most welcome and both 

equipment and coaching is provided. 

Some members use U3A Bowls as a way into bowling at the Windsor 

Bowling Club. Alan King for example, a long time U3A bowler, has 

gone on to win several club championships. Others in the group are 

happy to use U3A bowling as a twice monthly outdoor and social 

activity whilst still continuing to improve their skills in the game. 

Ian Biddle and Dieter Hinzmann 

ETHICS 

Discussions in our group continue to draw on the experiences, attitudes and values of group 

members.  

In May we examined issues such as the dangers of trying to be too positive, should we be more 

Cassandra and less Pollyanna, the dangers of misinformation , the ethics of the textile industry, 

the ethics of modern elections and how to use play in raising children. 

Next time we look at such things as the correct way to argue , but still retain relationships, the 

meaning of truth,  the dangers of judging people in history by today’s standards and what are 

some of the books that have changed history? 

There is always room at the table for new members to the group. Background notes and briefings 

are provided at least a week prior to our monthly meetings.  Ian Biddle 



 

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR ALL 

June already?  2022 seems to be racing away! 

Our group is comprised of 14 photographers who are all at different stages of their photography 

journey, who use a wide variety of equipment to capture images of choice. 

Our first meeting of the month is conducted at Bosworth Street where we look at some theory and 

attempt to build our photographic knowledge, as well as tackling some hands-on, workshop type 

activities, to put this knowledge into practice, in a controlled 

situation, with help close at hand from other members of the 

group. 

Later in the month we venture out, on location, to enjoy our 

chosen pastime and hopefully create some images of which 

we can be proud and satisfied. We have been to Fagan Park 

at Galston, Newington Nature Reserve Circuit near Sydney 

Olympic Park, The Secret Garden and Nursery at the 

Hawkesbury Campus of Western Sydney University, as well as 

following up on another day with a walk around the university 

itself, Breenhold Gardens at Mount Wilson and most recently 

to Circular Quay and Manly. 

New members are welcome to join this group of enthusiasts.  Julie Wilson 
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WALKING FOR PLEASURE 

On our last walk we had 8 hardy souls ventured to Rigby Hill off the Pierces Pass Track, that 

braved the drizzle to gaze out at the mist in the Grose valley. 

Afterwards we went to the Waterfall walk at 

MT Wilson, and once fortified with a hot cuppa 

in the shelter of the picnic shed we wandered 

down to the waterfall for some nice pics of the 

rainforest. We the returned to the picnic 

shelter for lunch and a chat. 

I’m not sure of the wisdom of starting a 

walking group during one of the wettest 

periods we have known for a while, but 

undeterred we carry on to our next walk which 

will be around the Milsons Point foreshore.  

Alan Conradi 

Photos by Alan:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To LIVE MUSIC

Meet New People & Have Fun

Richmond School of Arts
26 W/Market Street

Fully Air Conditioned!

FRI. 3rd June
FRI. 17th June

Admission $15
Includes Afternoon Tea

Enquiries 4572 5773
*Double Vaccination required*

Barn Dance

Old Time & New 
Vogue Dancing

1pm � 4pm


