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News from the Officed November 2023

PRESIDENTS REPORT

Here we are, almost at the end of the year. Time flies so fast especially when you are older. 2023
has been a good year for Hawkesbury U3A.

For the New Year we have new classes, a number of new Tutors and, of course, new members.
2024 is also our 30th Birthday, having begun in 1994. We are unique as we are the only U3A not
governed by school terms or semesters.

In 2024 we plan a Mid-Year-Lunch to celebrate our 30th Year; some of our plans include a guest
speaker and the launch of a 30th anniversary book. Our publicato n 6 s edi t or , Di anne
began compiling information prior to Covid and the book is well under way.

| am not aware of any members having misfortune at this time but there are probably some of us.
My personal health is now under control and | thank you all for your messages over the last 6-9
months.

Ken and Penny have now returned from their respective trips and are back at work as usual. | thank
those members who filled in for our travellers while they were away. A great job, well done.

Not much more to say except dond forget the End-of-Year Lunch on the 24™ November, information
and tickets available from the office.

Keep well and see you soon.
Geoff Hatch i President

SECRETARERORT

Our year is fast coming to a close and plans are well underway for a successful 2024 for U3A
Hawkesbury. All activities cease in the last week of November with the exception of the Computer
Group that meets at UWS during the university semester breaks. Any group wishing to continue
meeting need to organise their own booking and rental payment. If you do meet, be aware that you
are not covered by U3A Hawkesbury Public Liability.

Tickets have been selling well for the End-of-Year Lunch being held at Windsor Bowling Club on
Friday 24™ November, 11.30 for 12 midday. Cost of tickets is $35 or $20 for Tutors/Convenors.
Barefoot bowls is booked for 9.30am for those interested. Equipment is provided but smooth soled
foot ware is necessary, bare footed or socks.

As our legendary raffles are once again on the programme, we are seeking donations of items
suitable for raffle prizes. These can be dropped into the office during office hours or placed on the
table outside the office if you are attending a class out of office hours.
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Plans for another promotional exhibition in Richmond Market Place are in hand for 2024 following a

request by Tutors at the recent Tutorsodé meeting.
As mentioned in the Presidentds report, U3A cel e
achievement. | hope that your U3A year has been a very happy one with much enjoyment and

friendship.

Jeanette Hatch - Secretary

Membership Renewal and Enrolment for 2024 i from Monday 6" November

|l t 6s that ti md the fimewlneeyolygetdorenangyaur membership and enrol in the
courses of your choice for next year. Enrolment will commence on Monday 6™ November.

Membership Fees for 2024 will be $45 for single membership, $70 for joint membership, and $15

extra for postage of the monthly Newsletter. (Note that the postage fee has increased for next year).
Tutors who do not attend other classes can rene\

You will find attached to this Newsletter (or links from the email) copies of:

1 The Membership Form for 2024 i for both renewing members and new members

1 The Class Descriptions for 2024 1 this is complete at this time, but this and the enrolment
form may change in future as new courses are added to the program

1 The Enrolment Form for 2024

You have the following options for renewing membership:

1 Come to the U3A Office, submit your Membership and Enrolment forms and pay fees by
cash or cheque. The U3A office is at the rear of the Hawkesbury Skills building, 23 Bosworth
Street, Richmond, and is open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9am i 12 noon. Please
note that we are unable to take credit cards payments in the office. To help speed up the
process, bring your completed forms along with you.

OR

1 Pay by Direct Deposit into the U3A Hawkesbury Account:
BSB 062-595, Account Number 10338854. Add your first name initial and surname to the
reference when transferring the funds.
Fill in the Membership form and the Enrolment form (link in the Courses tab), send the
completed forms to the Office by email, mail or bring them to the office. Our email address
is office@u3ahawkesbury.org.au

OR

§ Via MyU3A, the online system. From 6" November, click on the renew membership button
from the homepage of our website (https://u3ahawkesbury.org.au/) and pay online using a
credit/debit card. You can then immediately enrol in the classes of your choice. As an
existing member, y ou s eAlreadyta Méntbero A b ut t o n afeerclicking enthe o p
link. Enter your member number for 2023, and your password. Ifyou dondt r eme mb e
password, Click on Forgot Password, enter your email address and your password will be
emailed to you.

FROM THE OFFICE:

The U3A Office is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9:00am to 12:00pm
to assist you with any enquiries that you may have about your membership and enrolments.

Office Closure: The Office will be closing on Friday 8" December 2023 and will reopen again on
Monday 15" January 2024.
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Change of email address: We are transitioning to a new email address for our organisation. It is
office@u3ahawkesbury.org.au we are hoping that this will be easier for our members to remember.
If you have saved our old email in your contacts, please change it over. Our previous email address
will remain functional for a few months during the transition.

Covid-19 is still with us: From our members, we are aware that there is a new wave of Covid-19
doing the rounds. It is important to continue to minimise the risks associated with our activities. As a
reminder, please stay at home if you have cold and flu symptoms, and speak with your doctor
regarding the latest vaccinations that are available.

Office Roster for November 2024

Monday Wednesday Friday

30" October ¢ Chris Ryan & 1°* November ¢ Ken Fraser & 3" November ¢ Rae McCully &
Penny Fraser Anne Lindsay Mangal Prabhu

6" November ¢ ChrisRyan & | 8" November ¢ Ken Fraser & 10" November ¢ Jeanette
Annette Haynes Annette Haynes Hatch & Jan Cousins

13" November ¢ ChrisRyan | 15" November ¢ Ken Fraser & | 17" November ¢ Rae McCully
& Annette Haynes Jeanette Hatch & Mangal Prabhu

20" November ¢ Ken Fraser & | 22" November cAnnette 24" November ¢ OFFICE
Penny Fraser Haynes & Tiiu Haly CLOSED

27" November ¢ Chris Ryan 29" November ¢ Ken Fraser & | 1% December ¢ Rae McCully &
& Jill Duffield Jeanette Hatch Jeanette Hatch

If you would like to help out in the Office, or if the date you are allocated does not suit, please give us a call
on 4578 2333 during Office hours or send an email to: office @u3ahawkesbury.org.au

End of Year Lunch and Bare Foot Bowls

1 Date: Friday 24™ November

1 Time: 11.30am for 12.00pm

1 Venue: Windsor Bowling and Sports Club

1 George Street Windsor (Opposite Hawkesbury Council Building)

1 Cost: $35 per head $20 for Tutors and Convenors

1 Caterer: OPi g Out o

1 Tickets are available from the office and must be paid for on booking.
1 Tables of 8 can be booked.

1 Bare Foot Bowls @ 9.30am, $8 per person green fee, paid on the day. This is a great
chance to have a go at bowls in a friendly and supportive environment. Wear flat-
bottomed shoes or bare feet.

SCAM WARNING FROM A MEMBER: One of our members has discovered by chance that a
payment, which she did not authorise, has been withdrawn monthly from a Debit card for which
there is no regular statement received. In addition she suspects that the same company might have
access to information on her computer, and strongly suggests that all members check any
accounts/cards/passwords they have which could possibly have been compromised.
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CLASS NEWS
FRENCH CONVERSATION

We have continued to read and translate from our text 'Allons Tout Droit' in the hopes of improving
both our vocabulary and our pronunciation of the French language. As this book is written entirely in
dialogue we have been introduced to numerous colloquial phrases which, hopefully, we will
remember and perhaps even be able to use some day!

As well as this we have conversations on basic subjects between group members in an attempt to
expand our ability to think and respond more readily. We have at our disposal a much utilised
phrase 'comment dit-on' which translates as 'how does one say' for those times when memory fails
us.

Topics looked at as part of our discovery of French culture include the Breton Pardons (religious
ceremonies) and the towns of Arras and Amboise. As we each take a turn to contribute to this
aspect of our class it is always interesting to see what will be

presented. The possibilities are endless! Jan Brown

WATERCOLOUR ART CLASS

Julia Thorp is teaching us the gentle art of watercolour painting
including composition, perspective and the wonder of colour
mixing using only red, blue and yellow. So enj oyabl

WALKING FOR PLEASURE

We had a great day out on Friday it was a thoroughly enjoyable outing with a top bunch of people.

s We went via train and ferry to Cremorne Point where we
¥ had a lovely walk through gardens with scenic views of
& the Harbour and the city.

& Some of our hardiest members climbed down to the
_lighthouse at the point for a closer look.

Back on the ferry and on to Circular Quay and lunch on
the steps of the Opera House. We then finished with a
§ walk through the Botanical
Gardens before heading to
Wynyard Station to catch
our train back home.

We had perfect weather and by the end of the day there were smiles
all round.

We should mention the brickies labourer who volunteered to take the
group photo.

Also a big thank you also to Marion who led the last walk to the
waterfalls at Lawson, all those | spoke to really enjoyed the walk. Well
done Marion. Alan Conradi
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MOVIE-GOERS GROUP

The movie we saw this month was My Big Fat Greek
Wedding 3 starring Nia Vardalos and John Corbett who
were the bride and groom in the original Greek Wedding.

The movie sees the family travel to Greece for a family
reunion and for Toula to fulfil her father's last wish by
finding his beloved childhood friends and giving them his
journal, which tells the story of his life. Experiencing life in
the small village, Toula and her family want to retrace her ,
father's steps, creating a closer connection to him and understanding hIS upbrlnglng

It was a light hearted movie with some beautiful scenery and of course a wedding. Annette Haynes

LOOKING AT LITERATURE

The works of George Eliot caused much discussion in July, some positive, some not so. With
hindsight I could have scheduled this for the Christmas break, given the length of her volumes!
Apart from the scope and style of her work, she gives us great insight into the society and attitudes
of her time.

From here we fast forward to contemporary Australia crime writer Jane Harper, someone | had not
previously read. Amongst other accolades Harper has been the recipient of the Gold Dagger which
is awarded by the Crime Writers' Association of the United Kingdom for the best crime novel of the
year (Peter Temple being the only other Australian to achieve this honour.) As one who spent much
of her earlier life in the U.K. she has a remarkable ability to describe rural Australia, so much so that
as a reader you can almost taste the dust, reminiscent perhaps of Randolph Stow. Some may
remember her book The Dry, which was made into a movie.

Still in the world of the criminal mind we then turn to the most prolific in the genre, Agatha Christie.
What a contrast of styles. Christie is also remembered as a playwright and wrote novels under the
name of Mary Westmacott. Whether or not you are a Christie fan you have to admire her output,
much of which was produced when a woman was not expected to pursue writing as a professional
career. Should she have put her pen down a little earlier? Perhaps so.

For October's meeting we will look at 5 poems each of two recent Australian writers, Rosemary
Dobson and Gwen Harwood. | wait to see what discussion these works generate. Jan Brown

EASY WALKING GROUP

Ouir first walk this month was in Pitt Town and it was a very hot
day. We tried to keep as much in the shade as we could as we
walked down to Pitt Town Bottoms Rd. We were all very pleased
to make it back to the cafe for a cool drink.

Our next walk was at WSU. We

met in the Secret Garden
y Nursery car park and walked
down Campus Drive to
Richmond Tafe passing lots of cattle and sheep on our way. Our
previous walk had been very hot; well this one was quite cool as
you can see from the photo. It was nice to get back to the Cafe at
the Secret Garden for a nice hot coffee and scones with jam and
cream. Annette Haynes




MUSIC REVOLUTION OF THE 60s & 70s

While our excellent tutor Ken Fraser was enjoying a well
deserved holiday overseas we have been well looked after by
| Relief Tutors.

Our third Relief Tutors were Nicola Read and Marguerite
McKeown who presented us witha v a r i Stoty ysonoef
might say a bit depressing) Songs g Songs included Ode to
Billie Joe by Bobbie Gentry, In the Ghetto by Elvis, Rocky
Raccoon by the Beatles and The Wreck of the Edmund
Fitzgerald by Gordon Lightfoot. Between each song we were
entertainedbyMar guer i t e 0 s wtlaMusio®ngo.®/e wege all given a
sheet with 16 songs on it and Greg would play a little bit of each =

song and if it was on your sheet you crossed it off. The winner was the first
person to cross all the songs off their sheet and yell Music Bingo!!! It was fun.

Finally to allow Ken time to get back into the swing of being home Alan Conradi
presented our last session tited i S o nfjpmthe Ps y ¢ h e d e. We lsteried a B
to and discussed the meaning of songs such as Crimson and Clover by Tommy
James, Aquarius by the 5th Dimension, White Rabbit by Jefferson Airplane, San
Francisco Nights by The Animals and Itchycoo Park by the Small Faces. Some
interesting discussions were had.

A big Thank You to all the Relief Tutors, it was fun and welcome back Ken. Annette Haynes

BIRDS OF THE HAWKESBURY i FREEMANS REACH AND
PUGHS LAGOON

After our last classroom session on Raptors we headed to
Streeton Lookout at Freemans Reach to see if we could spot
and identify any. Unfortunately no luck with the raptors but we
did manage to see a number of other birds including Superb
Fairy Wrens, Bulbuls and 3 Kookaburras.

We then headed back to Richmond to Pughs Lagoon to see
what we could find. By the end of our time there we had
managed to see 36 different species for the day.

We did not do bird of the day

- but the Black Swan got a lot of
- attention, and some people got
- to see a Reed Warbler and a

- Nankeen Night Heron for the
first time. Yellow Thornbills and
Pardalotes are always good to
- see and the Wood Ducks with
#; their babies were pretty special.

Anot her good dayodés birdina@lawConradia gr eat bunch of

Newsletter Editor: Annette Haynes
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Old Time & New
Vogue Dancing

To LIVE MUSIC
Meet New People & Have Fun

Richmond School of Arts
26 W/Market Street
Step

Quic Fully Air Conditioned! War,

FRIL. 3'"9 November

FRI. 17t November
1pm—-4pm o

o sdimission $13 %
qes  Couples $25

Includes Afternoon Tea

Enquiries 4572 5773

pride of *Full Vaccination required*™ 7:9’780
g

3 St@p

Barn Dance



